Child Passenger Safety Facts
2011

· Child Passenger Safety Week is September 18-24, 2011.
· Car Seat Check Saturday is September 24.
· Law enforcement will be cracking down on child safety seat violations.
· For more information regarding safety seats, visit www.saveMOlives.com
Did You Know?
· Car crashes are the number one killer of children. 
· According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, three out of four child safety seats are improperly installed.
· Car seat inspection stations are located all over Missouri. Find the one closest to you at www.saveMOlives.com.
Missouri Child Restraint Usage Statistics:
· There were 19 children under the age of four killed and 111 seriously injured in 2008-2010 Missouri traffic crashes. Of those killed, 26 percent were not using any type of restraint device. Of those seriously injured, 12.6 percent were not in any restraint device and 6 percent were in an adult seat belt.
· There were 13 children four through seven years of age who were killed and 101 seriously injured in 2008-2010 Missouri traffic crashes. Of those killed, 46 percent were not using any type of restraint device. Of those seriously injured, 25 percent were not in any restraint device 33 percent were in a child restraint and 30.9 percent were in an adult seat belt.
· In 2010, 10 children less than eight years of age were killed and 1,660 were injured as occupants in motor vehicle crashes in Missouri.
· Missouri’s child safety seat survey revealed that when drivers are not buckled up, 28 percent of children were not restrained either, but when the driver was buckled up, only 2 percent of the children weren’t restrained.
Current Missouri Law for Transporting Children under 16:
· A Missouri law (307.178 & 307.179 RSMo) effective August 2006 made drivers responsible to assure all children under the age of sixteen are properly secured in a motor vehicle. 
· One of the main points of the law says that children ages 4 through 7, who weigh at least 40 pounds, must be in an appropriate child safety seat or booster seat (unless they weigh 80 pounds or more or are 4’9” tall or greater)
Other points regarding Missouri’s child passenger law:
· Children less than 4 years old or less than 40 pounds must be in an appropriate child safety seat;
· Children age 8 and over, or who weigh at least 80 pounds or are at least 4’9” tall, are required to be secured by a safety belt or booster seat appropriate for that child.
· The law applies to cars, pickup trucks, sport utility vehicles, and vans.  The law allows for primary enforcement, which means that a law enforcement officer can stop a driver for no other reason than non-compliance with this law – the fine is $50.
