Texting Talking Points

Texting law information

· Effective Aug. 28, 2009, Missouri law prohibits drivers 21 years of age or younger from sending, reading, or writing an electronic message while driving.

· The law classifies a violation as an infraction, punishable by a fine of up to $200 and as a moving violation, punishable by an assessment of point’s on the driver’s license.
· Senator Ryan McKenna was the bill sponsor. It passed the Senate as a bill to ban texting for all Missourans but lost steam in the House and was ultimately added onto an omnibus crime bill (HB 62) and only applied to drivers under 22 years old.

· New York Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., has introduced a bill to withhold 25 percent of federal highway funds from states each year unless they ban texting.
· The goal of the law isn’t to issue tickets but to reduce and hopefully eliminate the exercise of texting while driving.
· The law is a small step toward counteracting some of the distracted driving that causes crashes in Missouri.

Texting/distracted driving stats
· Distracted driving is the leading cause of traffic crashes in Missouri (Missouri Traffic Safey Compendium) and nationwide, and teens say texting is their number one driving distraction. (SADD and Libery Mutual Insurance)

· A recent study revealed that 80 percent of crashes and 65 percent of near-crashes involve some form of driver distraction occurring within three seconds before the vehicle crash (NHTSA and the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute)
· In 2008, cell phone use played a factor in 1,787 Missouri traffic crashes resulting in 17 deaths and 757 injuries.
· Half of all teen drivers admit to texting while driving. (AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety)
· According to a recent Nielsen study, the average teen sent 2,272 text messages per month in the fourth quarter of 2008, almost 80 text messages per day. This is more than double the average of a year earlier.
· Nearly 90 percent of people said that texting or e-mailing while driving was a very serious threat to safety. Eighteen percent of those same people admitted texting while driving in the past month. (AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety)
Texting studies

· Studies show texting drivers spend up to 400% more time with their eyes off the road  (American Medial Association)
· Texting while driving increases the risk of a car accident by 50% (American Automobile Association).
· A study from the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute found that truck drivers face a 23 times greater risk of crash or near crash when texting than when not doing so.
· Drivers normally spend 10 percent of the time looking away from the road. They spend 40 percent of the time looking away while texting. (NHTSA)

General talking points

· Protecting young drivers is an important part of public safety on our roadways

· We want to educate young drivers and their parents so they know about this new rule of the road and put away their cell phone.

· This law should serve as reminder that all drivers, not just teens, should focus on the road and not on distractions that can cause accidents.

· Drivers are encouraged to return text messages after they are finished driving or pull safely to the side of the road to use their cell phones.

· Banning texting for younger drivers is an important first step. Missouri is trying to keep up with the new technologies that inundate our society and that our youth are often the first to embrace.

· Safety is a priority for MoDOT. It’s important for drivers to focus their full attention on their driving.
· Anything that distracts a person from driving is discouraged

· Wearing a safety belt is your single best defense in a traffic crash. Buckle up to Arrive Alive.

